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The Hamilton Conservation Authority held a Public 
Meeting to get input from local residents and 
interested parties on what their visions of the 
restored section of Spencer Creek in the Crooks 
Hollow area should look like. 
Opinions were varied, the local residents still have 
fond memories of the pond waters that were once 
behind the dam and didn’t like what the future holds, 
other have visions of a flowing creek with bubbling 
waters and a peaceful walking trail running along 
side.  One item that everyone agreed on was that 
the creek should / must have a pedestrian bridge 
going over it to link one side to the other. 
The restoration project will be moving ahead this 
year as it is inevitable that the dam will be removed.  
The engineers and consultants stated very clearly 
that this dam is very old (1912 – 1913) and has 
some serious issues.  There are voids in the 
concrete and the dam is being undermined and is in 
threat of toppling over.  Other people have stated 
that the typical life span of a dam is about 100 
years, so this dam has truly lived its life. 
 

This dam is a little bit downstream from the 
much newer and larger Christie Dam which 
controls the flow of water from Christie Lake to 
Spencer Creek.  Christie Dam is both a top and 
bottom water dam.  One presentation slide 
stated that the flowing water would be about 15 
°C to 20°C in the creek.  Other points that were 
mentioned were that in the hot summer months 
the creek has sometimes very little flow that 
locals thought could be better managed, but the 
HCA noted that the Ministry of the Environment 
controls the flow rates and they are only 
following the MOE directions.  I think the 
meeting was well run, the local residents 

understand the issues and the HCA is accommodating the locals wishes as much as possible.  I 
think that this section of Spencer Creek will be an enjoyable walking / hiking area in the future 
that everyone could be proud of thanks to co-operation from all those involved. 
 
Regards 
Kevin McGill 


